AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY JANUARY 3, 2000

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—1999-2000 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 629

Introduced by Assembly Member Vincent

February 19, 1999

An act to add Section—32360.85631.5to the Welfare and
Institutions Code, relating to human services.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL'S DIGEST

AB 629, as amended, Vincent. Elderly and—#disabled
persenglependent adulabuse prevention.

Existing law, the Elder Abuse and Dependent Adult Civil
Protection Act, establishes various procedures for the
reporting, investigation, and prosecution of elder and
dependent adult abuse.

This bill would require the State Department of Social
Services to establish, maintain, and publicize a toll-free
telephone number for the purposes of receiving reports of
suspected elder and dependent adult abuse, and to establish
a method whereby calls received by the telephone number
would be immediately redirected to the appropriate local
adult protective services agency.

Existing—law—provides—for—the—n-Heme—Suppertive—Services
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department—to—establish—a—precedure—to—ensure—that—any—person
receiing—IHSS—services,—including—persenal—eare—services

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: vyes.
State-mandated local program:-yes

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECHON-1-—Section12300-8isaddedte-the-Welfare

SECTION 1. The Legislature finds and declares all of
the following:

(a) California’s elder population continues to grow at
a large rate.

(b) One in 15 suspected cases of elder abuse is
reported to authorities.

(c) The creation of a simplified method of reporting
suspected elder and dependent adult abuse would assist
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—3— AB 629

the public by minimizing confusion over which entity to
call to report the suspected abuse.

SEC. 2. Section 15631.5 is added to the Welfare and
Institutions Code, to read:

15631.5. (a) The State Department of Social Services
shall establish, maintain, and publicize a toll-free
telephone number for the purposes of receiving reports
of suspected elder and dependent adult abuse. The
department shall establish a method whereby calls
received by the telephone number shall be immediately
redirected to the appropriate local adult protective
services agency.

(b) The department shall take into consideration the
diversity of languages spoken in California when
establishing the telephone number.

(c) The telephone number shall be accessible from
anywhere in the United States.
and-nsttutions-Cedeto+ead:
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